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Mary as a child, offers the lily of innocence 
to the Heavenly Father. 
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OUR SIXTH VOLUME. 





ITH this May issue, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” be- 
gins the sixth year of its publication. A thousand 
thanks to our esteemed readers who so faithfully en- 
deavored to circulate our periodical, the end and aim 
of which is, to make known the infinite love of Jesus in the Bless- 

ed Sacrament, again and again to encourage the faithful to be 

zealous in the reception of Holy Communion. The Holy Eucha- 
rist is the life of the Church, the spiritual life of the priest, and 
finally, the life of each individual Christian, enabling him to walk 
in the love and grace of God. Thus writes the Holy Father to 
the bishop of Metz: “The Holy Eucharist is the center of the 

Christian life and the soul of the Church. The more the Catholic 

people are penetrated by this Mystery of love, the more abund- 

antly will they partake in the life of Jesus Christ, and the better 
will be fostered the spiritual welfare of the individual as well as 
that of Christian society in general.” 

Whosoever labors for our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment will be rewarded a thousand-fold. Courage, therefore, dear 
reader, be enthusiastic in circulating our booklet, and in getting 
new subscribers, and be not easily disheartened. No doubt 
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there are many other periodicals. But how many of them in- 
cite you to love Jesus and Mary? We would not take the pains 
to publish a periodical, if we could not thereby honor and glorify 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Day and night we pray before 
this incomprehensible Mystery, and what should we desire more 
ardently than that the hearts of others likewise should become 
enkindled with the fire of divine love. 

The May issue is, at the same time, dedicated to the love and 
veneration of our Heavenly Mother. The November number is 
devoted almost exclusively to the poor souls. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is written in a style and lan- 
guage easily understood by every one and is, therefore, well 
suited for first communicants. 


AN INDUCEMENT. 


Whosoever, during May and June, sends us two new 
subscribers with subscriptions paid in advance, will have mailed 
to him postpaid the book, “‘Spirit of the Cure of Ars” or “‘Con- 
soling Revelations;’’ or the beautiful picture, ‘““Mother Most 
Amiable”’ or “Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

Any person sending three new subscribers with subscrip- 
tions, will receive a handsome German or English prayer book, 
bound in leather with gilt edges. 

Any one sending four new subscribers with subscriptions, 
is entitled to two of our most beautiful pictures. 

Finally, whosoever sends the subscriptions of five new sub- 
scribers, will receive a pearl rosary with gold chain and cross. 


ONE WORD MORE. 


Our booklet is small and unassuming, but neatly printed on 
good paper, and containing fine pictures with excellent, well-con- 
sidered reading matter. You do not find it filled with pages of 
advertisements, because we know that our readers take little in- 
terest in them. We are well aware that advertisements are the 
material life of a periodical, and in many cases amply defray all 
expenses of paper and printing, leaving the subscription a clear 
profit to the publisher. For this reason, a large periodical con- 
taining many advertisements, can be had ata low price. Our 
booklet is published in German also. 


> 
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Pray for Good and Holy Priests. 





HOSOEVER is penetrated by a lively faith in the most 
Blessed Sacrament, whosoever understands the infinite 
value of holy Mass, is likewise able to comprehend the 
sublime dignity of the priesthood. Frequently we for- 

get what the priest is and regard only his human weaknesses and 

faults. But when he stands at the sacred altar and offers to the 

Divine Majesty the thrice Holy Sacrifice, he is the instrument of 

the Holy Ghost preparing the most Mysterious Sacrifice. St. 

Augustine therefore exclaims: ‘“O marvelous dignity, the Son of 

God condescends to assume flesh in the hands of the priest, as in 

the womb of the ever Blessed Virgin.’’ And St. Bonaventure 

says, that at every holy Mass the Lord shows no less favor to 
mankind than at His sacred Incarnation. 

It is by means of the priest that we have the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, which gives so great glory to God, and so many 
graces to man, therefore, we should have the most ardent desire 
to obtain by our prayers many good and holy priests. Holy 
priests must be obtained by prayer. Everything truly good, and 
whatever happens in the world for the honor of God and the sal- 
vation of man, is either directly or indirectly the fruit of holy 
souls who, as it were, wrestle with God, and by their prayers 
open His hands. God, by preference, makes use of the ministry 
of angels and men in His works; but for co-laborers in the work 
of redemption, He can make use only of those souls, who under- 
stand to pray rightly. Everything is promised to prayer. To him 
who prays with faith, nothing is impossible, prayer is all-power- 
ful. He who prays is in a certain sense almighty, for he unites 
himself with the Almighty, who is infinitely merciful. A prayer 
to God for good and holy priests is a prayer which certainly will 
be heard by God, because by this prayer we seek only the glory 
of God. But if at Mass we pray for priests and offer the holy 
Mass to the Eternal Father for this intention, our prayer receives 
wonderful strength. 

The Venerable Father Francis Mastrilli, who converted so 
many pagans and died a martyr's death in Japan, was interiorly 
enlightened, that he owed these graces to a holy Mass which a 
priest said for him and at which heserved. We must pray espe- 
cially to obtain priests, to whom the Blessed Sacrament is heaven 
on earth, who find their pleasure at the foot of the altar and 
who offer the Holy Sacrifice with the greatest recollection and 
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fervor. Father Condren, a person of great sanctity, who founded 
a society of priests in France, often said, “‘Help me to educate 
priests of the Blessed Sacrament, that is, such priests who have 
that devotion for the Blessed Sacrament which It deserves.’’ 


oe 


The Doly Sacrifice of the Mass 
According to the Blessed Virgin’s Intention. 





HE Holy Sacrifice of the Mass constitutes Mary’s greatest 
| happiness, because by every holy Mass she, as it were, 
conceives her Son anew. Our Divine Lord revealed to 
Blessed Alanus, that holy Mass constitutes the greatest 
part of His Mother’s happiness. Many holy priests have seen the 
Blessed Virgin present at the Holy Sacrifice. During a holy Mass 
celebrated by St. Dominic, several hundred persons saw the Queen 
of Heaven present, brilliant as the sun, her head encircled by a 
crown of twelve stars. Devout servants of Mary have, for this 
reason, offered the Holy Sacrifice in her honor and in thanksgiving 
for the graces bestowed upon her. And Mary has obtained spe- 
cial graces for many who have assisted at holy Mass to honor her. 
We should especially hear Mass, in her honor, on Saturdays, to 
thank God for the graces and privileges bestowed on her, as this 
is very pleasing to the Blessed Virgin. The Mother of God has 
revealed to a number of saints, how agreeable it is to her, if we 
thank God for the graces He has bestowed on her. 

The Ven. Father Olier, who was called to renew the priest- 
hood in France, interiorly heard a voice which said tohim, “‘Make 
a vow to say a holy Mass every Saturday, in order to thank God 
for having chosen me to be His Mother.’’ The Blessed Virgin 
was especially confided to the care of St. John that he might offer 
the Holy Sacrifice for her and according to her intention. Through 
this Holy Sacrifice Mary obtained wonderful graces for the apos- 
tles and blessings upon their labors. And by virtue of the Holy 
Sacrifice she still obtains innumerable graces for the holy Church. 
Once when Father Olier ascended the altar steps, the Blessed 
Virgin said to him, ‘“‘Give me your sacrifice.’’ And she gave him 
to understand that she wished to have this Sacrifice offered up 
for a most important matter concerning the holy Church. This 
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servant of God thenceforth daily had three Holy Masses cele- 
brated according to the intention of the Heavenly Mother. The 
Ven. Cardinal de Berulle and Father Londren celebrated Holy 
Mass every Saturday according to her intention. Father Eudes 
established a society of priests, who celebrated Mass according 
to the intention of the Blessed Virgin. He called these priests, 
“Servants of our Blessed Lady.’’ Such priests are what St. 
John was for the Blessed Virgin. 

Pious souls can render Mary the same service by having the 
Holy Sacrifice celebrated according to her intention. Whosoev- 
er wishes to cause the Queen of Heaven special joy should often 
have a Mass said in this intention. It is sufficient to say: “‘A 
holy Mass according to Mary’s intention.’’ As oftenas we assist 
at Mass, let us offer it to God with the words: *‘O Eternal Father, 
I offer Thee this Holy Sacrifice, as the Mother of Thy Son offered 
it to Thee through the hands of St. John, with all her sublime 
intentions. O Mary, I place this Holy Sacrifice in thy hands; do 
thou offer it in my stead to the Eternal Father, especially to ob- 
tain a great number of devout priests.’’ 


Se 


Poor Fesuits. 





In one of his lectures, Father Petetot, an Oratorian, related 
a striking example of the ignorance of some of the laboring class. 

““One day,’’ said the Father, ‘‘when I was pastor of a certain 
church, I was at the bedside of a laborer trying to prepare him 
fora happy death. I represented to him how much our Divine 
Savior had suffered, how He had been scourged, crowned with 
thorns, and how finally He was nailed to the cross and died for 
us. When I had finished speaking, the sick man, visibly moved, 
turned to me and said, ‘I bet you Father, that it was those ras- 
cals of Jesuits, who did it!’ No doubt this poor.man had heard 
more calumnious speeches than sermons.”’ 


So 
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Weekly Confession Wot Wecessary. 





NE of the greatest obstacles to frequent Communion on 
week days, is the prevailing opinion, that one must go 
to confession every week before approaching the Holy 
Table, but for this there is not sufficient time and the 

priest cannot hear so many confessions every week. This opin- 

ion, however, is false. Only when a person has committed mor- 
tal sin, is he obliged to go to confession before receiving Holy 

Communion. It is certain that the holy Fathers instructed the 

first Christians well, yet they only went to confession when they 

had fallen into mortal sin, writes the learned Frassineti. The 
confession of venial sins was recommended, but not customary. 

They devoutly prayed an Our Father instead: forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. The con- 

fession of venial sins, also called a devotional confession, is use- 
ful but not necessary; to assert the contrary, is opposed to the 
teaching of the Church. 

Whence came, then, the fatal and erroneous doctrine, that 
we must go to confession each time we approach the Holy Table? 

From the heretical teaching of the Jansenists, instigated by Sa- 


tan to withdraw the faithful from the frequent reception of Holy 
Communion. 





Unfortunately. 

Unfortunately, frequent confession was made a duty at the 
sacrifice of frequent Communion: confession requires time on the 
part of the Christian as well as on that of the priest, consequently 
the faithful remained away from confession and likewise abstained 
from Holy Communion. It was the common opinion that con- 
fession and Communion belong inseparably together, whereby 
a false conscience was formed, of which only the evil one derived 
the benefit. 

Even in our days when the priest tells the penitents they 
might go to Holy Communion. two or three times in succession, 
many of them ask whether they will have to go to confession 
before each Communion. The false idea that it is necessary to 
go to confession before every Holy Communion is still deeply 
rooted. This opinion must be decidedly combated, and the way 
to frequent Communion, according to the teachings of Mother 
Church, be made easy. 

How would it be possible for so many Catholics to go to con- 
fession so often; think of the great number of day laborers and 
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farmers, who work from early morning till late at night. How 
difficult would it be for so many good mothers who are busy with 
the care of a numerous family. Think of the children and young 
people, how would it be possible for all these every week to go 
to confession; especially if they live at a great distance from the 
church? How could the priests hear all those confessions Sun- 
day morning or Saturday evening? Neither can the pastor remain 
for hours in the confessional on Sundays, as there are numerous 
other duties to be fulfilled on that day. 


Frequent or Daily Communion Pmpossible. 


If, therefore, confession were always necessary before receiv- 
ing Holy Communion, frequent or daily Communion would be 
almost impossible. But not much time is required to receive 
Holy Communion. May, therefore, the faithful be rightly in- 
structed repeating to them over and over again: If you are free 
from mortal sin, communicate humbly and without fear, but joy- 
fully, in spite of your daily weaknesses, even if you have no 
opportunity to gotoconfession. You may trouble the confessor; 
but you will not trouble our dear Lord if you often, yea, daily, 
communicate in the state of grace. The practice of weekly con- 
fession is praiseworthy, but not at all necessary for Holy Com- 
munion, except when one knows himself to be guilty of grievous 
sin. 

The Church and the Holy Fatber. 

But with regard to venial sins, faith expressly teaches that 
they are effaced by an act of perfect love or contrition. For this 
purpose the Church recommends also the use of sacramentals: 
holy water, the sign of the cross, etc., the Our Father, the Confi- 
teor, and especially the assisting at Mass. The Church likewise 
expressly teaches, that Holy Communion blots out venial sin. 
“The daily Bread, daily Holy Communion blots out daily faults,’ 
says St. Augustine. If you are sorry for your venial sins and are 
not attached to them, Holy Communion destroys them as fire 
does the straw. Therefore, our Holy Father Pius X. says in his 
decree, that those, who receive Holy Communion daily or almost 
daily can gain all plenary indulgences, without the weekly con- 
fession as previously prescribed. From this we may clearly 
conclude, that the Apostolic See does not make the weekly con- 
fession an obligation for the frequent communicant. 

In his letter to the Eucharistic Congress of Metz, our Holy 
Father says, how much he rejoices, that frequent reception of 
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Holy Communion is to be made the special object of the congress, 
and he continues as follows: ‘““The shortest way to salvation, 
for the individual and for the people in general, is to encourage 
and stimulate them, to approach Our Lord who is living in the 
Blessed Sacrament: He is the cause and the fountain of all good 
and does not cease to call and invite us all to come to Him, to 
strengthen and refresh us in our tribulations and labors. The 
Holy Eucharist is the center of the Christian life and the soul of 
the Church. The more the Catholic people are penetrated by this 
Mystery of love, the more abundantly will they partake in the life 
of Jesus Christ, and the better will be fostered the spiritual welfare 
of the individual as well as that of Christian society in general.”’ 

Arise, then, Christian people, flock to your Eucharistic God; 
confess your faith in Him, by approaching the Holy Table fre- 
quently, yea, daily, if possible. The more the divinity of Christ is 
opposed and attacked in our days, the more we will confess by 
our deeds His presence in the Blessed Sacrament. Whenever we 
assist at Mass, let us receive Holy Communion, providing we are 
in the state of grace, have a good intention, and are fasting. Holy 
Mass and Holy Communion belong together. 


>< 


Wias Wt Chance or Grace? 





Under date of July 3, 1906, we are informed of the following 
remarkable occurrence :— 

Several days ago a young man, who was a good practical 
Catholic, became ill. He had distinguished himself by frequent 
and devout reception of the sacraments. His illness, although 
painful, was not at all dangerous, nevertheless, a priest was re- 
quested to pay him an occasional visit. Scarcely had the priest 
received word, when he came to the house; but to the great sur- 
prise of all, brought with him the Blessed Sacrament. The boy 
who took the message, had asked him to come and administer the 
last sacraments to the sick young man. Well pleased with the 
opportunity, the patient prepared for a fervent reception of the 
sacrament of penance and Holy Communion,—and half an hour 
later expired. 

The world may consider such an incident a piece of good 
luck, a faithful Christian, however, knows that nothing happens 
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by chance, for all things are directed by the hand of God. This 
occurrence proved to bea special grace of Divine Providence; for 
he who so often in life had received the Bread of Heaven with 
ardent desire, was found worthy to be strengthened therewith on 
his journey into eternity. 


The Blessed Sacrament Carried by a Peasant. 





In 1907, an avalanche brought destruction upon the little 
village of Felines, in one of the mountainous districts of France. 
Houses, meadows and forests disappeared; the parish church burst 
asunder, and the nave collapsed. The high altar and tabernacle 
alone remained standing, but the ceiling of the sanctuary threat- 
ened to fall any moment. Great was the anxiety of the good 
people, for they feared that the remaining portion of the structure 
might fall and demolish the tabernacle, and the Blessed Sacrament 
be buried beneath the ruins. 

The entire population of the isolated village gathered around 
the dangerously situated tabernacle. The pastor of the parish 
was not at home, for in compliance with the law, he was obliged 
to take part in the military exercises at Lyons. In France priests 
are no longer exempt from military service; thus the village of 
Felines was temporarily without a priest. The distance to the 
neighboring churches being too great for another priest to arrive 
in time, it was necessary to choose a person from the laity to bring 
the Sacred Species to a place of safety. However, all the faithful 
shrank from the act with holy dread. 

At last a pious peasant, esteemed for his virtues, was chosen 
to rescue the Blessed Sacrament at the peril of his own life. A 
piece of new linen was brought to him, and picking his way across 
the debris, he reached the altar, opened the tabernacle, then plac- 
ing the clean linen around the ciborium, carried it out safe. Soon 
afterward the arched structure gave way with a tremendous 
crash. The peasant carried the ciborium with the Sacred Hosts 
to the court house, the entire congregation accompanying Our 
Lord in procession. The precious treasure was taken into a room 
which was transformed into a chapel, and was left to remain 
there, until a priest coming to the place of disaster, carried the 
Blessed Sacrament to a neighboring church. In the meantime, 
there were always a number of faithful peasants there to adore 
Our Lord and watch over their divine treasure. 
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Consecrate Dour Children to Mary. 





An Appeal to All Christian Motbers. 

REAT and sublime is the vocation of a Christian mother. 
Upon her depends the woe and welfare of her children. 
The most excellent that the world possesses is trained on 
the mothers’s knee; it is usually there that the seeds of 

future sanctity are sown. The renowned Bishop Ketteler says, 

‘A Christian mother is the greatest of God’s gifts.’’ The mother 

is peculiarly qualified and has a special grace, as it were, to teach 

religion to her children. What she imparts to the child’s heart, 
sinks in deeply, grows up with it and remains there during life. 

The child’s soul is susceptible to religious impressions at a very 

early age and in a wonderfully high degree. Many celebrated 

men, in later years, confessed that they were indebted for their re- 
ligion solely to their mother, upon whose knees they had learned 
to pray. The prayer and good wishes of a mother for her chil- 
dren possess wonderful power. St. Mechtild once saw in a vision, 

a little girl of six years placed among religious in heaven. The 

Saint was much astonished; but it was revealed to her that the 

child’s glory was due to the mother’s prayers, who before her 

child’s birth had consecrated it to God in the religious state. 

The most sublime means for a mother to assure the temporal 

and eternal happiness of her children, consists in consecrating 

them to the Heavenly Mother, in making of them, children of 

Mary. This advice the Blessed Virgin gave to St. Bridget, say- 

ing, ‘‘Endeavor to make your children become also my children.”’ 





Bow to Consecrate a Child to Mary. 

A mother desiring to consecrate her child to Mary, goes to an 
altar of the Blessed Virgin. There she offers, consecrates and 
gives her child to our dear Heavenly Mother that she may accept 
it as her own property, and prays and beseeches the Queen of 
Heaven to take this child under her special protection and lead 
it to life eternal. The pious mother promises Mary to raise the 
child conscientiously, and early to instill into its heart a tender 
love for her. On the day of consecration the mother, if she has 
the means, gives an alms for her child in honor of Mary. Achild 
consecrated to the Mother of God, has its body and soul placed 
under her special protection all during life. Such children do 
not easily lose their innocence, or do not fall as deeply, and when 
they fall, they sooner or later return to true repentance. Such 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 13 


children we may venture to say, can not be lost, because Mary has 
ways and means to save them. Ven. Anna Catherine Emmerich 
once stood at the death-bed of a dying hermit. For years he had 
led a wicked life. Three years before his death the Blessed Vir- 
gin appeared to him, saying that at his birth, his mother had 
consecrated him to her, and he should not postpone his conversion 
any longer. He amended his life, did penance, and died a happy 
death. From this example we can judge the efficacy of the con- 


secration to Mary. . 
Do Wot Wait Too Long. 


Christian mothers are advised to consecrate their children to 
the Mother of God already before birth. We read in the lives of 
many saints that before their birth, their pious mothers conse- 
crated them to God and the Blessed Virgin. To Ven. Mary of Jesus 
it was revealed what dangers Satan prepared for mothers, that 
their children be deprived of the grace of baptism. He knows 
the effects of baptism. For, ‘‘unless a man is born again of wa- 
ter and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”’ 
Mary will be solicitous that a child consecrated to her should not 
be robbed of this inestimable grace. Father Huby writes, ‘“‘A 
child which in holy baptism has received sanctifying grace, car- 
ries within itself a treasure more valuable than all gold and pre- 
cious stones, more brilliant than the sun and more charming than 
all natural beauty of angels and men.’’ Through baptism it has 
become the child of the King of heaven and earth; even more, a 
tabernacle of God, for God Himself dwells in the heart of the 
child. The holy angels surround, protect, lead and guide it. 
Baptism is so great a grace, that in this life it can never be com- 
prehended. St. Louis, king of France esteemed no place in his 
kingdom as highly as the little town of Poissy, because there he 
had been baptized. When St. Aloysius was born, his mother’s 
life was imperiled; she then vowed to take the child with her on 
a pilgrimage to Loretto, if safely delivered, and Mary came to 
her assistance. In these dangers, a mother should always take 
her refuge to Mary. The Heavenly Mother revealed, that moth- 
ers would be protected from danger, who daily pray nine Hail 
Marys before child-birth in honor of the nine months that she 
bore her Divine Son in her virginal womb. 


Mary, a Protectress of Purity. 


A mother must have nothing more at heart than that her 
children preserve their innocence and purity. The mother of St. 
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Louis, king of France, often said to him, ‘‘I would rather see 
you dead at my feet, than have you ever commit a mortal sin.’’ 
Oh, what a treasure is holy purity. Pure, innocent souls are the 
joy of heaven and earth. They are the lilies in the garden of the 
Church. Purity is the most precious good and the source of every 
virtue and every joy. Blessings untold rest upon those who are 
pure, God is with them, and heaven is their inheritance. A pure 
and innocent life draws down God’s visible blessings also in tem- 
poral affairs, while a life of impurity always leads to misery and 
misfortune. Those who spend their youth pure and undefiled, 
are loved by all, even by the impure. The infidel, Voltaire, said, 
‘Nothing in this world is more beautiful than a chaste youth.’’ 
Purity and chastity are especially necessary to make a happy 
choice of vocation. A person who is chaste, possesses a particular 
gift of wisdom whereby he is protected from error in this regard. 
In a word, purity and chastity draw down immeasurable blessings. 
If the garment of innocence is once lost, an eternity can not 
restore it. The rents remain in heaven, and even a saint can not 
recover the lost treasure. 

A holy soul once saw a penitent sinner after his death. He 
wore a garment of silvery whiteness, which was full of rents; 
but all these rents were adorned with gold and precious stones. 
The white garment signified his baptismal innocence; the gold 
and jewels, his works of penance. The world is filled with Herods 
who murder the innocence of children. Often it is the parents, 
who, instead of guarding their children’s purity like precious jew- 
els, sell it, alas, at a low price. Woe to such parents! Oh, 
how God’s temples, the hearts of children are desecrated and dis- 
honored in our days! It is almost a miracle if a young person 
preserves his innocence. Children are surrounded by dangers 
already in the first years of childhood, especially when they go 
to school and come in contact with depraved companions. Oh, 
how many lose their innocence at this time! A single child can 
corrupt an entire school. Often parents imagine their children 
are still angels of purity, and at the same time their souls have 
been infected with the poison of impurity, and sins have been 
committed in secret of which parents have not the least suspicion. 
Oh, how necessary it is for them to have a higher protection, 
higher assistance. A mother, however, who consecrates her 
children to the Blessed Virgin, who implores Mary for their 
innocence, and herself teaches them to pray for it,—will sooner 
or later receive from them great consolation. Mary will assist 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. I5 


her and not permit that the seducer come near her children. 
Numberless souls have preserved their purity intact, under the 
banner of the Immaculate Mother, in the midst of the world, sur- 
rounded by corrupters of innocence. Therefore, Christian moth- 
ers, go to Mary; she will protect what belongs to her. 


Mary Leads to the Priesthood and to the Religious State. 

A pious mother who has great devotion to the Mother of God 
and consecrates her children to her, often obtains the grace through 
Mary’s intercession, that one or more of her children are called 
by God to the priesthood or to the religious state. This is the 
greatest grace that God can bestow upon parents. Holy priests 
are the fruits of pious mothers. The sanctity of the great Saint 
Augustine was due to the prayers of his holy mother, St. Monica. 
Can there be a pious mother who knows the sublimity of the 
priesthood and the religious state, who would not beg God to call 
her child to this state of life? According to the teachings of the 
holy Fathers, priests are the pillars of the Church, the door- 
keepers of heaven, ambassadors of God. Their dignity is incom- 
prehensible. The religious state is paradise upon earth. The 
vocation to the religious life is, after baptism, the greatest grace 
that God can bestow upon man, the shortest and easiest way to 
heaven. How often we read in the lives of the saints, that the 
Blessed Virgin appeared to them, and asked them to embrace the 
religious state. The Queen of Heaven once appeared to a youth, 
showing him crowns of magnificent splendor and said, “‘If you 
wish to obtain these crowns, enter the religious state.’’ 


Children Should Be Led to Mary. 

The great secret in training children consists in training them 
to be children of Mary and to implant in their hearts a child-like 
love forher. If devotion towards the Heavenly Mother has taken 
_ root in a soul, it will bring forth marvels of purity and sanctity. 
The holy Fathers teach that devotion to Mary is an infallible sign 
of predestination. Veneration of the Heavenly Mother, is the 
key to the treasury of God’s graces. St. John de la Salle, who 
founded an Order for the protection of innocence, often said to 
his brethren, ‘‘One of the best means to fulfill your duty, is to 
practice special devotion to the Mother of God, and to foster it 
among your pupils.’’ Assoon asa child attains the use of reason, 
the mother should tell her little one that it has still another mother 
in heaven, whom it must love tenderly, and must teach the child 
to pray the Hail Mary. This prayer is heavenly dew fructifying 
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the soul. The Hail Mary which was pronounced by the angel, 
was the source of our salvation, and the salvation of each indi- 
vidual is, as it were, attached to this prayer. As soon as the child 
is able to say this heavenly prayer, it should be taught to say three 
Hail Marys every morning and evening to be protected from mor- 
tal sin. The mother should likewise teach her child the following 
prayer: 

O my Queen, O my Mother, to thee I offer myself without re- 
serve; and as a token of my devotion, I, this day consecrate to 
thee my eyes, my ears, my tongue, my heart and my whole be- 
ing. Since I belong to thee, O my good Mother, protect and de- 
fend me as thy own. My Mistress, and my Mother, remember 
that I belong to thee; defend and protect me as thy own. 


Through this prayer of consecration, numberless souls have 
preserved their purity. In the lives of great and holy men, we 
find that their devout mothers had instilled into their hearts a 
tender devotion towards the Blessed Virgin. What love did not 
St. Aloysius and St. Stanislaus Kostka, have for the Immaculate 
Mother of God! Father Olier, the first founder of seminaries in 
France, had a most fervent devotion to Mary from his very child- 


hood. Whenever he received a new garment, he would never 
appear in public before showing himself to his Heavenly Mother. 
Then he would beg her not to permit him to offend her Divine 
Son while wearing it. And when he failed, the punishment 
would follow; for on the same day or soon after, his garment 
would either become torn or otherwise accidentally ruined. 
Whenever he had some lesson to study, he prayed a Hail Mary; 
if at any time he neglected this, he could neither comprehend nor 
remember anything. 

Many saints had been favored with an apparition of Mary 
while they were yet children, especially when they paid a visit to 
her image. St. Odilo, when a child, was unable to walk, 
being lame in both limbs. So he crept into a church to an altar 
of the Blessed Virgin and cried out: ‘‘O dearest Mother, help 
me to rise!’’ Immediately a most wonderful sensation passed 
through his limbs, he could arise and was cured. Before a pict- 
ure of the Mother of God, St. Aloysius at the age of nine years, 
made the vow of perpetual chastity. When only a child, St. 
Leonard of Port Maurice, led other children to venerate the im- 
ages of Mary. A pious mother must train her children to visit 
the pictures of our Heavenly Mother and to decorate them with 
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flowers. Mary obtains great graces for such children. The 
mother must show them a good example in this regard. 


First Confession and First Holy Communion 
at the band of Mary. 

If in childhood years there is a time wherein children should 
be especially trained to take their refuge to Mary, it is that of the 
first confession and first Holy Communion. Let us never under- 
rate sins committed by children. Many children are ripe before 
their years. Mortal sins that children commit are followed by 
evil consequences all through life, if they are not blotted out by 
penance. St. Gregory the Great tells of a boy, five years of age, 
who was in the habit of blaspheming, without being seriously 
punished by his father. The boy became very ill. In his last 
moments he was seized with great terror, for he saw devils ap- 
proaching. His father clasped the child to his heart, but the boy 
cried out, ‘‘Stop them father, stop them !’’— ‘‘What do you 
see?’ asked his father. ‘“‘I see black Moors who are going to 
take me.’’ And with a curse on his lips he died. This frightful 
occurrence was told to St. Gregory by eye-witnesses. When 
children have been misled and secretly committed sins of impu- 
rity, there is great danger that they conceal their sins in confes- 
sion. Mothers must, therefore, admonish their children to make 
good confessions and by no means to conceal anything. It is 
well to make a novena to the Blessed Virgin with them, to obtain 
the grace of a good confession. Mary will help her children. 

It is of still greater importance that the mother take her 
refuge to Mary when her child is about to receive its first Holy 
Communion. Mothers should likewise have their children invest- 
ed with the scapular of Mt. Carmel. Mary has attached number- 
less graces to the wearing of this scapular. The devil once cried 
out through a possessed person, ‘‘O scapular, how many souls 
hast thou snatched from me!’’ It was revealed to Father Francis 
Yezep, who died in the year 1617, in the odor of sanctity, that 
the evil one complains especially about two classes of people that 
are snatched away from him. The first class are those who prop- 
agate ever more the devotion to the Blessed Virgin, and the 
second those who wear the holy scapular, for it is seldom that 
any of these are lost. 


Tad 














The Blessed Virgin As a Child. 


The pious artist Ittenbach of Diisseldorf, to whom we are 
indebted for many beautiful works of Christian art, one day sat 
musing in his studio. His mind was occupied with a picture that 
he intended to paint, which was to represent the Mother of God 
asachild. But he was lacking the model so necessary for an art- 
ist, should his painting appear true and life-like upon the canvas. 

For weeks he had searched in vain. In streets and public 
places, in churches and schools, he looked for a model. When 
he saw little girls at play, he viewed them with the eye of an art- 
ist, but never saw one that came up to his ideal. Being thus ab- 
sorbed in thought, he heard a knock at the door of his studio. A 
man entered, tall and venerable in his appearance,—it was a 
priest, a Jesuit Father. Ittenbach recognized him as an old friend 
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and bade him heartily welcome. The priest passing through this 
place, stopped off to see Ittenbach, whom he had not met for 
many years. In the course of their conversation the artist men- 
tioned the painting he had in mind, and his difficulty regarding 
a model. Fora few moments the priest bowed his head in silence. 
Presently he raised his eyes and turned towards the door. ‘There 
is the Blessed Virgin as a child,’’ he said, pointing to a little girl 
who had slipped into the room unnoticed, and who, seeing the 
stranger, remained timidly at a distance. The face of the little 
girl with its refined and delicate features, encircled by golden 
locks, bore a truly angelic expression. As though scales had fall- 
en from his eyes, the artist had found his ideal,—in his own little 
daughter. 

As soon as his friend, the priest, departed, Ittenbach immedi- 
ately began his task, and produced one of the most charming of 
his magnificent collection of paintings. In the meantime the 
child’s face became ever more spiritual: it seemed to assume al- 
most supernatural beauty, and often it appeared to the artist that 
his painting was far inferior to the model. At last his work was 
finished. 

When the last stroke was made, the little girl fell ill and in 
a few days was acorpse. The innocent child had evidently ac- 
complished the work of its vocation on earth, by being the model 
of one of the most charming productions of Christian art, repre- 
senting Our Blessed Lady asachild. By this masterpiece, the 
father erected a magnificent monument to his daughter, a monu- 
ment of untarnished innocence, beauty and piety, whereby thou- 
sands are edified and attracted. 

On the preceding page our esteemed reader will find a rather 
imperfect half-tone reproduction of this delicate and beautiful 
painting of the artist, Ittenbach. 


oe 


Rosaries for First Communicants. 
Pearl rosaries with gold chain and eross, $1.00 and $1.50; 
silver chain and cross, $1.25; white alabaster rosaries, $0.30. 


Amethyst, jet and garnet rosaries with gold chain and eross, 
$1.75 and $2.50, according to quality. 


Well chained cocoa rosaries with nickel-bound crosses, at 
$0.30, $0.40 and $0.50. 


_ All these rosaries, if paid for in advance, will be enriched with the Do- 
minican, Crosier, and Papal indulgences. 
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Deart of Mary, Refuge of Sinners. 





In 1838, a young merchant, twenty-five years of age, came 
to Paris on business. Having arranged his affairs, he had a day 
of leisure which he decided to spend in such pleasures wherein 
people without religion or morals take delight. It was Satur- 
day evening. At half past nine o’clock he still roamed through 
the streets, seeking new opportunities for dissipation, when he 
happened to pass by a church of Our Lady of Victory. He no- 
ticed the door open, and without any apparent reason entered. 
Passing through the aisle to the front of the church, he saw the 
confessional surrounded with people. ‘*‘What fools!’’ he said 
to himself, ‘“They are going to confession, and even young men!”’ 
With this thought he approached the high altar upon which was 
a picture of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. A faint ray of light 
from the sanctuary lamp fell upon the sacred image, and as the 
young man stood gazing upwards, he felt there was something 
mysterious about it. At the same time his thoughts were at the 
confessional, and he kept repeating, ‘“‘Oh, what fools!’’ Then 
there arose in his mind the memories of youth. ‘“‘I, too, had been 
going to confession,’’ he thought, ‘‘and now I criticise in oth- 
ers what I was foolish enough to do myself. Yet I can not deny 
that in those days I felt happier than now.”’’ 

A multitude of thoughts passed in quick succession through 
his mind, and among them bitter reproaches regarding his past 
life, and especially the dissipation of that very day. He tried 
to banish these thoughts and pacify his conscience, but all in 
vain. ‘What if I, too, were to go toconfession!’’ This thought 
almost terrified him, and he was about to leave the church. Once 
more he fixed his gaze upon the image of our Blessed Mother, 
when presently he was overtaken with a strange feeling of peace 
and calmness, and the thought of going to confession no longer 
seemed frightful. Some mysterious power fascinated him and he 
could not depart. ‘‘If I did go to confession,’’ he said, ‘‘how 
happy I would be !—And why not go !—No one knows me here!”’ 
He staggered to the confessional, and made his accusation. The 
priest received him kindly and assisted him to make a good con- 
fession, consoled him, and dismissed him in peace. The young 
man expressed his gratitude amidst tears of joy, and declared 
that a great weight had been lifted from his soul, so that he hard- 
ly recognized himself. Finally, he inquired what church this was, 
and when the priest told him it was the church of ‘Our Lady of 
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Victory,’’ he answered, “‘Yes, indeed, Our Lady has gained a 
glorious victory over me today; I shall be grateful to her all the 
days of my life. Father, you told me we would meet again be- 
fore the judgment-seat of God; but I promise you that with 
God’s grace I will keep my resolutions, that you may be able to 
testify there in my behalf.’’ Hereupon the happy penitent de- 
parted, and with him rejoiced the Queen of Heaven, and all angels 
and saints. For Christ Himself asserted: ‘‘There will be joy in 
heaven upon one sinner that doth penance, more than upon nine- 
ty-nine just, who need not penance.’”’ 

Behold, dear Christian, the mercy of God and the powerful 
intercession of Mary, whereby this young man was rescued from 
the verge of ruin. Let no one despair, no one doubt. We, too, 
will turn to Mary, the Mother of mercy, who saved this poor sin- 
ner regardless of his obstinacy and resistance; she will obtain 
mercy also for us, especially during the holy Easter season, and 
during the month of May. 


ez 


bow tbe Saints and Devout Servants of Mary 
Loved the Rosary. 





The rosary, this token of our love for the Heavenly Mother, 
was held in high esteem by the saints. 

St. Francis Xavier always carried a rosary around his neck. 
A merchant who was about to sail for Malacca went to St. Francis 
for his blessing and to bid him farewell. Before departing he 
begged for a little remembrance. But being very poor, the Saint 
had nothing to give, except the rosary he wore on his neck. He 
presented it to the merchant, saying, ‘‘This rosary will be of great 
benefit to you if you pray it with confidence in the Blessed Virgin.’’ 
Full of hope and trust he took his departure, fearing neither pi- 
rates, storms, nor waves. God, however, wished to test his faith. 
The vessel had nearly reached its destination, when a violent 
storm arose; the vessel became a prey to the elements, was dashed 
against the rocks and completely wrecked. Nearly all the sailors 
and passengers were drowned. Only a few, among them the 
merchant, managed to cling for some time to the rocks and cliffs. 
Fearing that they might be devoured by the waves, or even starve 
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to death, they snatched up a few fragments of the wreck, which 
they fastened together, and holding on to these, abandoned them- 
selves to the waves. 

Having full confidence in our Heavenly Mother, the merchant 
tightly grasped his rosary. He had not the least fear of being 
drowned, if he could be fortunate enough to hold to his beads. 
Suddenly he fell into an ecstacy and it seemed to him that he was 
with St. Francis in Meliapor. When he regained consciousness, 
he was greatly surprised to find himself on a strange coast, while 
neither his companions, nor the boards to which they had clung, 
could be seen anywhere. Several people who met him there, in- 
formed him that this was the country of Negapatan. He could 
not restrain his joy and gratitude, and related in detail in how 
miraculous a manner he had escaped death. 


St. FJobn Bercbmanns. 


St. John Berchmanns loved his rosary so much, that when- 
ever he went to meals, he kissed it reverently, then placed it 
around his neck or sometimes hung it on his arm that he might 
never lose sight of it. He constantly carried it about his person 
like a precious relic. In the hour of his death, he had the conso- 
lation of overcoming temptations while holding the rosary in his 
hands, and thus departed this world peacefully in the Lord. 


x) 


be Is Greater Than 1. 


Bonald, the great philosopher of the nineteenth century, 
had the habit of taking off his hat in the presence of his son, 
who wasa priest. It is related, that one day a friend approached 
him as he was thus conversing with his son. At the departure of 
the young priest, Bonald said to his friend, ‘‘Now we are among 
ourselves. Let us put on our hats. It is otherwise when with 
my son; since he has received holy orders, he is greater than I.’’ 
What remarkable words, and what an example! 


>< 
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Apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
To Brotber Ernest, Clifton, England. 


Teach me to weep, sweet Mother-maid, 
As thou didst weep for thy dear Son, 
How Christ would love me if I shed 
One tear for Him like thine—just one. 
C. H. Towne. 


ELLUACENSIS relates that, in a town in England, there 
was, in the year 1430, a young nobleman called Ernest, 
who, after having given his patrimony to the poor, be- 
came a monk, and led so perfect a life that the superiors 

of the monastery had a great esteem for him, particularly on 
account of his tender devotion to our Blessed Lady. It happened 
that the city was attacked by the plague; the abbot commanded 
Ernest to go and pray before the altar of Mary, and not to depart 
from it until the Blessed Virgin gave him an answer. After re- 
maining three days before the altar, Mary directed him to say 
certain prayers; he obeyed, and the plague ceased. But after- 
wards his devotion to Mary grew cold; the devil assailed him with 
many temptations, particularly with those against purity, and to 
fly from the monastery. The miserable young man, in conse- 
quence of not recommending himself to Mary, resolved to throw 
himself from a wall, and so escape from the monastery; but, as 
he was passing by an image of Mary in the corridor, the Mother 
of God spoke to him and said, “‘My son, why do you leave me?’’ 
Ernest was filled with astonishment and compunction, and, falling 
on the ground, said, “‘But, my Lady, dost thou not see that I 
can no longer resist the temptation? Why dost thou not assist 
me?’’ The holy Virgin replied, ‘““Why have you not invoked 
me? Had you recommended yourself to me, you should not be 
reduced to this unhappy state; from this day forward recommend 
yourself to me and fear not.’’ Ernest returned to his cell, but the 
temptations returned; he neglected to recommend himself to 
God, or to Mary, and therefore, at length fled from the monas- 
tery and giving himself up to a most wicked life, rushing from 
one sin into another, in the end became an assassin. 

He took an inn, in which during the night he murdered and 
robbed the unhappy travelers who passed by the way, among them 
a young gentleman who came to the inn. The murderous inn- 
keeper entered during the night, for the purpose of murdering 
him. But, behold! on the bed he sees not the young man, but 
Christ crucified, covered with wounds, who, looking at him with 
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eyes full of pity, said, ‘Is it not enough for you, O ungrateful 
man, that I have died once for you? Do you wish to kill mea 
second time? Stretch forth your hand and murder me again.”’ 
Ernest was filled with confusion, began to weep, and said with 
tears, “‘Lord, here I am; since Thou hast shown me so many 
mercies, I wish to return to Thee.’’ He then instantly left the 
inn, in order to return to his monastery, and to do penance for 
his crimes; but being met on the way by the ministers of justice, 
he was brought before the judge, and in his presence confessed all 
the murders he had committed. He was condemned to be hanged 
without being even allowed time to go to confession. Then he 
recommended ‘himself to Mary. He was thrown off the scaffold, 
but the Virgin saved his life; she herself took the halter from his 
neck, and said to him, ‘‘Go back to the monastery, do penance, 
and when you see in my hand a paper declaring that your sins 
are pardoned, prepare for death.’’ Ernest returned, and relating 
to the abbot all that had happened, performed great penance. 
After many years, he saw in the hands of Mary a paper assuring 
him of pardon: he immediately prepared himself for eternity and 


died a holy death. 
YS 


Jesus and Mary. 





Words of the servant of God, Sister Marie Lataste. 
LOVE the Savior Jesus with all my soul, with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my strength; and as I love Him, 
so do I also love Mary. I love the Savior Jesus, because 
¥ He is the Son of God and my Redeemer. I love Mary, 
because she is the mother of the Son of God my Redeemer, and 
my mother. I love Jesus because He sacrificed Himself for love 
of me. I love Mary because she sacrificed Jesus for mankind 
and for love of me. Jesus is God, and on that account alone He 
is above all things; and I adore Him. Mary is the mother of 
Jesus, and on that title alone is above all creatures. I do not 
adore her, because she is not God, but I pay her all the honors, 
all the homage, which a creature can receive and which are not 
due to God alone. Jesus, the Son of God, Mary, the Mother of 
God. I distinguish one from the other, and yet I do not distin- 
guish them. I behold them at once separate and united. I be- 
hold an eternal God and a creature, mother of that eternal God 
made man; and, in this maternity, I unite the Son with the 
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mother, the creature with the Creator. I behold God creating 
Mary, and I distinguish the work from the Maker. Nevertheless, 
the relations between this God made man and this Virgin, Mother 
of God, are so close,—the unity of action between Jesus and Mary 
in the world of souls is so striking and so evident, that I know 
not what I ought most to admire,—Jesus operating in this super- 
natural and invisible universe which has its place in the natural 
and visible universe, or Mary, without whom Jesus operates noth- 
ing and does not will to operate anything. 

God made man! marvellous wonder in the sight of earth 
and heaven. God made man, or the Infinite become finite, with- 
out ceasing to be infinite; become mortal, without ceasing to be 
eternal; become like a sinner, without ceasing to be superemi- 
nent justice, spotless sanctity. Mary, Mother of God! a wonder 
as marvellous in the sight of earth and heaven. Mary, Mother 
of God, or the finite generating the Infinite, and remaining finite 
notwithstanding this generation; Mary, Mother of God, a mortal 
woman generating the Eternal! O prodigy all-surpassing! I do 
not adore thee, but I give thee my veneration, and I adore in thee 
Him whom thou didst conceive, didst generate, didst bring into 
the world, and deliver up for the salvation of the world in union 
with God, Eternal Father of the Word, made man in thee. 

My soul overflows with joy when Jesus speaks to me of Him- 
self, or manifests Himself to me; and my joy is no less when He 
speaks to me of His Mother, when she visibly appears to me, or 
comes to speak to me herself. When Jesus speaks to me of Mary 
He speaks of Himself; when I see Mary I see Jesus; when Mary 
converses with me, and causes me to hear her voice, it seems to 
me as if it were Jesus addressing me. I perceive no difference 
between the voice of Jesus and that of Mary. If my bodily eyes 
or the eyes of my soul were closed, and I were to hear Jesus or 
Mary speak, without seeing them, I should not be able to say 
from which of them came the voice. I have, however, remarked 
that the voice of Mary is invariably full of sweetness, kindness, 
tenderness, but that the voice of Jesus is at times severe, and has 
a tone of justice or of menace which I have never recognized in 
that of Mary. The voice of Mary is always the same, of an inex- 
pressible gentleness, alike to the just and to sinners. Why so? 
I know not; but I do know this—that Mary is the mother of the 
Son of God who died upon the cross, and that she is our mother, 
Mary, Mother of God, and my mother: this is Mary and her 
sweetness, Mary and her goodness, Mary and her tenderness. 
Mary and her compassion. O Mary, mother of Jesus and my 
mother, I love thee, I bless thee, I praise thee, I give myself to 


thee. 
ma 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
(Suitable for the month of May.) 


O Mary, mighty Virgin and Mother of mercy, Queen of Heav- 
en and Refuge of sinners, we consecrate ourselves to thy immac- 
ulate heart. 

To thee we consecrate our life and our being, all that we 
are, all that we love, and all that we have. To thee we consecrate 
our heart, our body and soul, our home, our family, and our 
country. 

All that is in and all that is about us shall belong to thee, 
and thus partake of the benefit of thy maternal blessing. 

In order that this our oblation may ever be efficacious, we 
renew today at thy feet, O Mary, the vows of holy baptism and 
the resolutions of our first Holy Communion. 

We pledge ourselves, always courageously to confess the 
truths of our holy faith, ever to live as true Catholics, submissive 
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¢ 
in all things to the pope and bishops, in faithful union with them. 

We promise conscientiously to observe the commandments 
of God and of the Church and especially to keep Sunday holy. 

We pledge ourselves, to introduce into our lives as much as 
possible, the consoling practices of our religion, in particular that 
of Holy Communion. 

In conclusion we promise thee, O glorious Mother of God and 
clement Mother of mankind, to place our hearts entirely in thy 
service that through the dominion of thy immaculate heart, the 
reign of the heart of thy Divine Son in our souls and in the souls 
of all men, may be established more speedily and firmly, in our 
own country and in the whole world, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Amen. 

Indulgence of 500 days each time, applicable to the poor 
souls. If satd daily, a plenary indulgence once a month. Con- 
ditions: Communion and prayer for the intention of the Holy 
Father. Pius X., Feb, 21, 1907. 


>) 


Blessed Arnulpb and the Heavenly Motber. 





Belgium. In his youth, he unfortunately wandered from 

the path of virtue and godliness. God pursued him with 

His grace, however, and strongly urged him to forsake 

his wicked ways. Arnulph, yielding to the divine inspiration, 
sought the company of pious men, who instructed him in the 
practice of virtue and morality. But owing to his attractive per- 
sonality, many snares and temptations lay in wait for him, and 
in order to escape these, he resolved to enter the Cistercian mon- 
astery of Villers. Here he practiced incredible austerities. He 
treated his body as his greatest enemy, scourged himself to blood 
and watched entire nightsin prayer. A brother seeing his garment 
all saturated with blood, asked him amid tears, ‘“‘Dear brother, 
why do you try to kill yourself.’’ But Arnulph smiling cheerfully, 
replied, “‘I am not trying to kill myself, but sin reigning in me.’’ 
His whole demeanor expressed cheerfulness and amiability. 

He was a model of humility, obedience and the most cordial 
charity. All his penitential exercises he offered to God for the 
conversion of sinners. He was disposed to give everything, 
yes, his very self to the poor. On a certain occasion he ap- 
plied to the Abbot for permission to distribute forty-two loaves 


B LESSED Arnulph was born in the year 1160 at Brussels, 
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of bread among the poor. The Abbot granted his request and 
the brother joyfully hastened to make use of his permission. 
Thinking the brethren might possibly take offence at such great 
prodigality, he performed his charity in secret. He was observed, 
however, and denounced to the Abbot. The latter feigned igno- 
rance of the whole affair, and assembled all the brethren, that they 
might pronounce sentence upon the brother. Brother Arnulph, 
without justifying himself, humbly acknowledged having distrib- 
uted the bread, and in punishment was banished from the monas- 
tery. Without offering the slightest resistance or excuse, Arnulph 
withdrew to a cell, near the entrance of the monastery, where for 
eleven days he remained exposed to the view of all who came 
and went. His soul seemed to overflow with joy and happiness, 
and filled with gratitude toward God he often exclaimed, ‘‘How 
happy I am to be thus highly favored and permitted to share 
with St. Peter the office of porter!’’ 


“Take, © My Mistress, Thy Child!”’ 


Having one night raised his heart to God in prayer, he sud- 
denly beheld before him the most Blessed Virgin, holding the 
Infant Jesus in her arms, and tenderly encouraging him to ap- 
proach and caress the Divine Child. Arnulph became as though 
transported out of himself; he shouted, clapped his hands, 
and then addressing the Queen of Heaven said, ‘“Take, O my Mis- 
tress, thy child, I conjure thee take It, for thy grace suffices me.”’ 
Then he exclaimed with a loud voice, “‘Oh, all ye who love God, 
come, hasten hither if you wish to possess Him. God is here! 
God is here! come, come, come all, that you may find God!”’ 
So great had been his delight that for the next forty days he was 
entirely deprived of all relish for food or drink. 

The Abbot gave him full liberty to devote as much time as 
he pleased to prayer, and in consequence, he might be found al- 
most continually engaged in this heavenly occupation. And God 
seemed to grant everything to his prayers—sinners were convert- 
ed, the despondent consoled, and the tempted received strength 
to conquer the wicked enemy. It was a source of very special 
delight to him to entertain himself in prayer with the blessed 
Mother of God and to meditate on the mysteries of her life. 
Through her mediation he sought mercy with her Divine Son. 
He saluted her very frequently, and daily meditated on the joys 
she experienced during her earthly life; viz :— 

1. The joy which was hers when the angel announced the 
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Incarnation of the Son of God and she conceived her Divine Son 
in the power of the Holy Ghost. 

2. Her joy at the salutation of Elizabeth. 

3. The joy she experienced when she brought forth her Di- 
vine Child without pain and remained a pure virgin after as well 
as before her delivery. 

. 4. The joy with which the adoration of the Magi filled her 
eart. 

5. Her joy on offering the Divine Child in the temple and 
again on finding Him there. 

6. The joy which inundated her soul when she beheld her 
Son gloriously risen from death. 

7. The joy with which she was inebriated on beholding her 
Son ascend triumphantly into heaven. 


“Remember the Joys Which 7 Experience in Heaven.” 

Still greater were the consolations which the Divine Mother 
had in store for herservant. Once while he was in the infirmary, 
she appeared to him and said, ‘““Why, my beloved servant,” do 
you meditate on my earthly joys only? Remember also my heav- 
enly joys, which are unspeakably greater.’’ She then instructed 
him thus :— 

1. “I rejoice that at my entrance into heaven there was 
conferred on me a glory greater than I could ever have hoped 
for or imagined, yea, greater than I can duly comprehend. 

2. ‘I rejoice that as the earth is illuminated by the sun, so 
the entire heavens are lighted up by my radiance and rejoice 
thereat exceedingly. 

3. ‘I rejoice that all the inhabitants of heaven are submis- 
sive to me, and honor me ‘as the Mother of their King. 

4. ‘‘I rejoice that the will of the Divine Majesty and my 
own are always the same, and that the most holy Trinity gracious- 
ly accedes to all my desires. 

5. ‘“I rejoice that my servants will be rewarded, as I desire 
both in this world and in the next. 

6. “I rejoice that I am exalted above all the angels, and by 
a special prerogative am placed nearest to the throne of the Tri- 
une God. 

7. ‘‘I rejoice that I have the most perfect security that my 
glory will never diminish.”’ 

After this revelation the Blessed Virgin disappeared. Arnulph 
was filled with still more tender devotion to the Mother of God, 
and the tokens of her condescension towards him became still 
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more frequent. She often appeared to him visibly and presented 
all his petitions to God, and always obtained whatever he request- 
ed. This faithful, child-like devotion to his holy Mother was so 
pleasing to the Son of God that He conferred upon this devoted 
client of Mary a most remarkable favor. 


A Wonderful Vision. 


Carried away by the contemplation of heavenly things, Broth- 
er Arnulph was filled with a most vehement desire to behold all 
the heavenly choirs of angels, yea, even God Himself in all His 
majesty and splendor, as far as it is possible to behold Him here 
below. Hereupon Christ the Lord appeared to him, and address- 
ing him with great affability, said, “‘What do you desire of Me?”’ 
Arnulph answered, ‘‘Lord Thou knowest it.’’ Our Lord re- 
sponded, ‘Does it not suffice thee that I became man for thy 
sake, suffered and died?’’ Arnulph replied, ‘‘Oh, no, my Lord; 
Thou knowest what I desire.’’ Our Lord yielding to His ser- 
vant’s importunity, illuminated his heart with divine light and 
spoke thus to him, ‘‘Raise thy eyes and behold the wonderful 
things I am about to show thee!’’ Before his enraptured gaze 
was arrayed the glorious company of the saints—the patriarchs, 
the prophets, the apostles, the martyrs, the confessors, the vir- 
gins, the monks and the nine choirs of angels in their manifold 
diversity yet unspeakable harmony. Arnulph admired their splen- 
dor, but his desires were not yet gratified. Our Lord said to him, 
‘‘Art thou now contented or dost thou wish to soar still higher ?”’ 
And upon Arnulph’s replying that it did not satisfy him, Our 
Lord invited him to contemplate His glorious Mother. 

Looking on high, Arnulph beheld her in whom is reflected 
the glory and splendor of the whole celestial court, the Queen 
of Heaven, Mary exalted above all the choirs of angels, the 
fulness of whose grandeur and heavenly bliss is beyond the 
grasp of human comprehension. As though ravished out of him- 
self, Arnulph stood contemplating the splendor and glory dis- 
played before him but even this did not perfectly satiate his long- 
ing. And again our gracious, Lord condescended to inquire of 
His servant whether he wished for something yet more sublime 
and exalted. God then said to him, “Direct thy gaze still high- 
er, and by My grace thou shalt be enabled to contemplate My all- 
surpassing greatness.’’ 

Suddenly it appeared to Arnulph that he was submerged in- 
to an ocean of light; and he was permitted to behold, in so far as 
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it is possible to mortal man, the Triune God, threefold in person 
but one in essence,—together with all the inconceivable treasures 
of the Trinity. Hereupon Brother Arnulph’s heart was filled 
with unspeakable consolation, he had found what he desired, and 
his heart was filled with peace and delight. The Lord thus ad- 
dressed him: ‘‘My son, thou hast seen My glory and hast re- 
joiced, but I say to thee, that if all the leaves of the trees and 
all the drops of the waters were human beings, and if they all 
would enter into My glory, to reign with the saints, the wonder- 
ful plenitude of My glory at which thou hast gazed would suffice 
for all.’’ Thereupon the Lord dissappeared. 

From this time forward Arnulph was always gay and joyous. 
Only when the conversation turned on the passion of Christ, the 
sins of mankind, the vanity of all things earthly, or on hell, he 
became sad, and heaved deep sighs. Thus he lived, absorbed in 
God, until his happy death, which occurred June 30, 1228. 


a 


Blessed Anna Almeida of the Cross. 





Next to God, Blessed Anna Almeida was indebted to the 
Queen of Heaven for the grace of salvation. She was born in 
1529, in Tangers, the northern part of Africa. Her parents were 
of noble descent. When still a child, Anna cherished a tender 
devotion to the blessed Mother of God, and loved to pray the 
rosary in her honor. 

In the courtyard of their home, her parents kept a wild lion 
chained. When Anna was but six or seven years old, she one 
day stood at an open window, and looked down into the courtyard. 
Suddenly, when the servant was off her guard, the child fell down, 
at the lion’s feet, without sustaining the least injury. The ani- 
mal, otherwise wild and ferocious, stood perfectly quiet, for Anna 
approached it with child-like simplicity, put her rosary around its 
neck and said, “‘Do not harm me, for I must become a religious.’’ 
Nor did the lion do any harm to the innocent child, for the Blessed 
Virgin had placed her protecting mantle about her little client. 
The frightened servants beheld her leaving the courtyard unmo- 
lested by the lion. 

When Anna had grown to maidenhood, she kept her resolu- 
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tion, and entered the order of the Poor Clares at Gandia, in Spain. 
Here she led a very holy life, and after several years was sent to 
Madrid to found another Convent. In her new home she distin- 
guished herself by extraordinary love of God, by charity towards 
her neighbor, and by humble submission towards her fellow-sisters. 
After a painful illness which she bore with the greatest patience, 
she died a holy death, in the year 1590. 


ewe 


@y Rosary. 





Some time ago a mission was being held in a certain parish. 
The confessionals were besieged by penitents. One of the last 
to approach the holy tribunal was a child of twelve years. Pa- 
tiently the little one awaited her turn, in the meantime continu- 
ing to pray her rosary, without so much as raising her eyes. It 
was late when the child entered the confessional. 

When she had finished her confession the priest asked, ‘“Do 
you live far from the church ?”’ 

“It is an hour’s walk, Rev. Father.’’ 

“‘An hour’s walk! Are you not afraid at this late hour ?’’ 

“Oh, no, Father,’’ answered the child smiling, ‘“‘haven’t I 
my rosary ?’’ 











Prayer Books for First Communicants. 


WHITE CELLULOID BINDINGS, artistically decorated with fine 
colored picture on cover, at $1.10, $1.25, $1.50, and $2.00. 


BLACK LEATHER BINDINGS at $.90, $1.00, $1.25, and upwards. 
Cheaper bindings, in black or white, at various prices. 
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KEY OF HEAVEN. 


A complete prayer book for general use. By a Benedictine Father of 
Conception, Mo. Black leather binding, $1.00, $1.50, $1.75, and 
$2.00. 


MISSION BOOK FOR THE MARRIED. 


A manual of instructions and prayers, drawn chiefly from the 
works of St. Alphonsus Maria de Ligouri. Bound in leather, 
$1.00 and $1.25. 


VEST POCKET PRAYER BOOKS FOR MEN. 
Leather binding, $.50, $.75, $.90, $1.00, and $1.50. 
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Prayer Books in Large Print. 


THE DEVOUT MANUAL. Large, clear type. Convenient 
size. Leather binding, $1.00 and $1.25. 


MANUAL OF THE CRUCIFIXION. Somewhat larger in size 
than the Devout Manual. Bound in leather, $1.25. 


Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 





Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 








/ 





